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From the Author 

There are few things, if any, that are as emotionally 

exhilarating, and draining, as the task of serving others.  

Having worked in a variety of ministry settings, including 

various roles within Christian camp ministry, I understand the 

excitement that often comes with the beginning of a new 

ministry or ministry season.  I also understand the weariness 

than can develop when our focus begins to drift away from the 

ministry of serving and onto ourselves.   

This devotional guide is part of a series that came about 

through some conversations at a Christian Camp Leaders’ 

Conference about the need for camp summer staff devotional 

material that would be useful without being a burden in an 

already busy schedule.  On my way home from the conference, 

I began to pray about what would be a useful format and 

about potential topics for devotions developed specifically for 

those who serve.  Out of that prayer time, this series began to 

form in my mind and then on paper. 

It is my prayer that every Christian recognizes the importance 

of serving others.  With this guide, I pray that you would learn 

to serve patiently as you interact with people.  As you go 

through this devotional guide, each day will focus on a 

different aspect of the patience God calls us to have.  As you 

pray, ask God to help you practice patience in all 

circumstances.  Pray that the people around you would know 

of God’s love because of your patience with them.  Use the 

note section at the bottom of each page to jot down thoughts, 

ideas, or action steps that God will bring to your mind. 

In prayer, 

 

Tom Lemler 



Day 1 

Patience from Wisdom 

(Proverbs 19:11) 

Are you a patient person?  Would your friends agree?  In what 

ways are you more, or less, patient now than you were a year 

ago?  What caused the change?  How has your level of wisdom 

changed in the same time period?  How does wisdom increase 

your patience?  How does patience increase your wisdom? 

The old joke says to never pray for patience because God may 

answer by putting us into a situation that requires great 

patience.  While many would view patience as a noble quality, 

few in our culture are eager to wait for anything.  Wisdom is 

gained through a combination of experience and the time 

necessary to see that experience from God’s perspective.  The 

more we grow in wisdom in this manner, the more patient we 

become as we learn to wait with expectation for how God will 

work out our current situation for a greater good.  When we 

apply that wisdom to serving, it should give us a greater 

patience in watching for how God will bring about 

transformation in our life as well as in the lives of those we 

serve.  As you pray, ask God to fill you with a wisdom that will 

produce patience with those you serve.  Pray that you would 

have a greater practice of patience in your interactions with 

others as you grow in godly wisdom. 

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 2 

Patience Because of Love 

(1 Corinthians 13:4) 

How patient are you with the people you love?  Is that 

different than your level of patience with those you simply 

tolerate?  How about with people you can’t stand?  Would 

your answer to any of those questions need to change if you 

were to view patience as a result of God’s love toward you 

rather than your feelings toward a person?  How has God’s 

patience toward you been demonstrated through His love? 

Young love is a fascinating thing.  We often use the phrase, “a 

honeymoon period”, to describe a time when faults are 

overlooked and patience is at an all-time high.  While the 

phrase comes from a marriage relationship, it is used in many 

situations where love for a person, an idea, a job, a friendship, 

or a variety of other things makes us appear, for a time, blind 

to the everyday faults that everyone else can see.  When God 

says that love is patient, He is talking about a love that helps us 

serve others when the people around us say they don’t 

deserve it.  As you pray, ask God to fill you with His love in a 

way that gives you patience in serving others.  Pray that you 

would daily see God’s love as He is patient with you.   Pray for 

a patience that overlooks the offences of others in the same 

way God overlooks yours. 

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 3 

Patience Produced by God’s Spirit 

(Galatians 5:22) 

What are some things that you find difficult to do on your 

own?  How much help would it be to have someone who 

knows what they are doing assist you?  How readily do you 

accept help when you know it is available?  How do the things 

that surround patience as part of the fruit of God’s Spirit help 

you to serve with greater patience?  How often do you turn to 

God for help in having patience with others when patience is 

not what you feel? 

Many times people will pick apart the fruit of God’s Spirit and 

claim the elements they find pleasing while avoiding the ones 

that seem like extra work.  For me, the good news when we 

lack patience with people and situations is that I don’t have to 

come up with the necessary patience on my own — God’s 

Spirit will produce it in me if I seek it and allow it to take place.  

Serving others often calls for a level of patience that can be 

difficult to have on our own.  Without the presence of God 

through His Spirit, we simply don’t have what it takes to be as 

patient as we ought to be.  As you pray, ask God to give you 

the courage necessary to allow His Spirit to produce patience 

in your life.  Pray that He would be seen as His Spirit produces 

a patience in the way you serve others.  

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 4 

Patience with Everyone 

(1 Thessalonians 5:14) 

Are there certain people that you find it difficult to be patient 

with?  Are there times when people are not as patient with 

you as you think they ought to be?  What characteristics of 

people do you find you have the least amount of patience 

with?  How does losing your patience with one person affect 

how you serve someone else?  Why is having patience with 

everyone important to those you serve? 

It is easy for most of us to let certain actions of people irritate 

us to the point that we have no patience with what they are 

doing, or with them.  Unfortunately, not only is our ability to 

serve them well diminished as our patience decreases, the lack 

of patience becomes contagious and spreads to others around 

us who we would otherwise have great patience with.  As we 

serve, we usually need people to have patience with us.  Yet 

when our lack of patience infects those we are to serve, we 

soon discover an atmosphere where everyone has a really 

short fuse.  As you pray, ask God to help you to have patience 

with everyone.  Pray that you would have particular growth in 

your patience with those whom you have difficulty with.  Pray 

that the way you patiently serve others would be reflected in 

their level of patience with you.   

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 5 

Patience in Sharing God’s Word 

(2 Timothy 4:2) 

How often do you share the Word of God while you serve?  

Why?  What kind of results do you expect to see from sharing 

God’s Word?  Do the results always come when you expect 

them to?  How does not seeing immediate results test your 

patience when it comes to sharing God’s Word?  Have you 

ever not shared what you should have because you didn't 

think it would make a difference?  Does that say more about 

the power of God’s Word, or about you? 

The Bible talks about the process that takes place in bringing 

about a changed life through the Word of God.  We read that 

some prepare the ground, some plant the seed, some water, 

and some do a variety of things to help the Word of God grow 

in a person, but it is always the Lord who brings about the 

increase.  When we serve others by sharing God’s Word, we 

must realize that our work is just a part of the process.  

Occasionally, our part is near the end of the process and we 

get to see a person respond immediately in accepting the 

Word of God, but more often we must wait patiently for God 

to use the seeds and water we have spoken and bring about a 

harvest in His time.  As you pray, ask God to give you the 

patience needed to continue sharing His Word as you serve.  

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 6 

Patience in Standing Firm 

(James 5:8) 

Do you ever feel like giving up?  Have you done so?  Why?  

Does knowing that the Lord’s coming is near give you greater 

patience in standing firm as you serve?  How does having the 

patience to stand firm help you as you serve people who may 

not want to accept your help, or may want something different 

than what you are able to offer?  How do you know what to 

stand firm on and what to be flexible in? 

People want all kinds of things which are often very different 

from what they need.  When you live a life that serves people, 

you will be asked to do a wide variety of things — some may 

benefit those you serve and other things may not.  Sometimes 

the most difficult thing to do is to stand firm in giving what is 

needed and helpful rather than what is wanted and harmful.  

With patience, we must stand firm in sharing the good news of 

Jesus as we serve others in whatever ways meet their actual 

needs.  It is through patience that we often win the 

opportunity to tell of a coming Lord.  As you pray, ask God to 

help you know when to stand firm as you serve others.  Pray 

that your desire to stand firm would not only keep you ready 

for the Lord’s return, but would keep you focused on serving 

people in a way that helps them to be ready.   

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 7 

Patience with Purpose 

(2 Peter 3:9) 

Does knowing a reason for something make you more likely to 

accept, or do, it?  Why?  Do you ever get frustrated with 

people who don’t operate on your time schedule?  Do you 

tend to live by a schedule or are you content to live life flowing 

from one thing to the next?  Does keeping an eternal 

perspective in mind help you to serve with greater patience?    

Why?  What is the purpose behind God’s patience with us?  

How can our serving others improve when we adopt that same 

purpose? 

If you want to understand the influence that purpose has on 

our level of patience, consider the differing attitudes of a 

family of five waiting in traffic for two minutes and that same 

family waiting in line for two hours in order to experience their 

favorite amusement park ride on opening day.  Most of us are 

willing to wait when we value what we expect is coming.  On 

the other hand, when we see no apparent purpose in waiting, 

our frustration level escalates quickly.  God says we should 

serve with patience for the purpose of seeing more people 

come to repentance and accept Him.  As you pray, ask God to 

help you understand the purpose of His patience.  Pray that 

you would have the same purpose as you serve others.  

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Devotions for Those Who Serve: Serving with Patience is a part 

of a series of devotionals written specifically with those serving 

in Christian camp ministry in mind.  I pray that these 

devotionals are useful tools in a wide variety of ministry and 

service settings.  While the development of these devotional 

guides is an ongoing project of Impact Prayer Ministry, the 

following is a list of the initial topics to be addressed: 

Called to Serve 

Serving with Contentment 

Serving with Strength 

Serving with Courage 

Serving with Excellence 

Serving by Faith 

Serving through Friendship 

Guard Your Heart in Serving 

Serving with Integrity 

Serving by Listening 

Serving with Patience 

Serving in Purity 

Serving as you Go! 

Please contact Impact Prayer Ministry for information about 

using these devotionals in your ministry.  If you have ideas for 

other topics related to serving, please feel free to pass them 

along also. 

www.impactprayerministry.com 



 

About the author: 

Tom Lemler is the director of Impact Prayer Ministry where his 

preaching, teaching, and resource development is designed to 

help individuals have a greater connection to God through 

prayer.  
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“Tom’s Treasure” blog 
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the Impact Prayer  

Ministry website at 

impactprayerministry.com. 


