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From the Author 

There are few things, if any, that are as emotionally 

exhilarating, and draining, as the task of serving others.  

Having worked in a variety of ministry settings, including 

various roles within Christian camp ministry, I understand the 

excitement that often comes with the beginning of a new 

ministry or ministry season.  I also understand the weariness 

than can develop when our focus begins to drift away from the 

ministry of serving and onto ourselves.   

This devotional guide is part of a series that came about 

through some conversations at a Christian Camp Leaders’ 

Conference about the need for camp summer staff devotional 

material that would be useful without being a burden in an 

already busy schedule.  On my way home from the conference, 

I began to pray about what would be a useful format and 

about potential topics for devotions developed specifically for 

those who serve.  Out of that prayer time, this series began to 

form in my mind and then on paper. 

It is my prayer that every Christian recognizes the importance 

of serving others.  With this guide, I pray that you understand 

how God desires to fill you with the courage that you need to 

serve well.  As you go through this devotional guide, each day 

will focus on a different aspect of serving with courage.  As you 

pray, ask God to help you have and use the courage that He 

can give.  Pray that the people around you would be served 

well because of your courage.  Use the note section at the 

bottom of each page to jot down thoughts, ideas, or action 

steps that God will bring to your mind. 

In prayer, 

 

Tom Lemler 



Day 1 

Courage to be Successful 

(Joshua 1:7) 

What makes a person successful?  Does your answer change 

based on what particular area of success we are talking about?  

Should it?  Do you think it is easier for most people to succeed 

or to fail?  Why?  Is it possible to “cheat” your way to success?  

Explain.  How would your view of success change if you were to 

see it as doing the right things in the right way no matter 

what?  What role does courage have in viewing success in such 

a way? 

In a culture that often views success as reaching the top by 

some standard of numerical measurement, there is often little 

emphasis put on how we get there.  In a dog eat dog world, it 

seems that anything goes in our attempts to be seen and 

known as the best.  When God instructs Joshua, He makes it 

clear that it is through courageously doing the right things in 

the right way, success will be found wherever he goes. 

As you pray, ask God to fill you with the courage necessary to 

do the right things in the right way no matter what.  Pray that 

you would see success as being faithful in your service to 

others and allow God to be in charge of the outcome.  Pray 

that  you would serve with courage when fear wants to lead. 

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 2 

Courage from God’s Presence 

(Joshua 1:9) 

Does having someone with you give you courage when facing 

the unknown?  Why?  How does that change if you know 

they’ve already been through what you face?  What parts of 

serving others requires courage for you?  Are there times fear 

has kept you from serving in a particular way?  Would having 

confidence in God’s presence being with you have helped?  Is 

there anything you will be asked to do in serving others that 

you think would surprise God?   

There are a variety of things that I am afraid of.  There are also 

a few fears that I have overcome with the help of God and 

friends who have been through what I feared.  Knowing I’m 

not alone helps me to have courage in serving because I am 

confident someone has my back.  When I think of the fears 

that have kept me from serving, daily acknowledging God’s 

presence helps me to know He can empower me to do what 

fear has kept me from trying. 

As you pray, ask God to fill you with a knowledge of His 

presence.  Pray that He would specifically make that presence 

known to you when fear tempts you to not serve.  Pray that 

the people around you would see God’s presence in you.  

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 3 

Courage to Pray 

(1 Chronicles 17:25) 

Are there people that you have a hard time talking to?  Why?  

How about if you need to ask for something?  Does that 

increase or decrease the difficulty of communication?  Are 

there things that you don’t pray about, or have never even 

considered praying about?  Have you ever thought about 

needing courage in order to pray effectively?  Would having 

courage to pray in all circumstances change the way you serve 

people?  How do you need to pray today for those you serve? 

The fear that I have of people is not limited to strangers.  It is a 

difficult fear to explain because I’m not afraid of them harming 

me, I’m just afraid of any type of potential interaction.  Even as 

a child I would be too afraid to ask my parents for things I 

wanted or needed.  Too afraid to ask teachers for permission 

to use the restroom.  Too afraid to ask for help when needed 

from people who would have been very willing to help.  

Sometimes I think many people have that same level of fear 

when it comes to interacting with God.  We don’t know why, 

we just lack the courage to pray as we ought. 

Ask God to give you the courage to go to Him about 

everything.  Use that courage to pray for those you serve.  

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 4 

Courage to Work 

(1 Chronicles 28:20) 

Has fear ever kept you from finishing something?  From 

starting something?  How often are you afraid you won’t be 

able to finish what you start?  Are there times that the needs 

of those you serve seem so large that you shrink back from 

serving?  How much do you rely on those you serve with to 

help you?  Is it easier to imagine the necessary work getting 

accomplished when you know you will have help? 

Just as “every journey begins with a single step”, every 

accomplished task begins with the courage to do the work at 

hand.  Every task of serving requires both courage and work.  

Many people fail to serve because they lack courage or the 

desire to work — or both.  Sometimes we lack courage to do 

the work of serving because we have mis-defined what 

successful serving looks like.  If so, we need to go back to the 

first day’s devotion of this week.  When we trust God for His 

work to be completed, we can have courage to do our work. 

As you pray, ask God to help you see clearly the work of 

service He has for you to do.  Pray that you would have the 

courage to do the work He created in advance for you to do.  

Pray that your work would help people see God’s work in you.   

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 5 

Courage from Others 

(Ezra 10:4) 

When your particular area of service does not allow for others 

to be serving directly with you, how can you overcome feelings 

of isolation?  How can you encourage those that serve in areas 

where they work alone?  How important is communication 

among a group or staff that serve with the same overall 

purpose but with different responsibilities?  How does 

knowing that someone in a different “department” believes in 

what you are doing give you greater courage to serve well? 

When our area of responsibility seems different from all 

others, it is easy for feelings of isolation to set in and cause us 

to question the value of our serving.  Even when we work 

alone, knowing that we have the full support of others should 

give us the courage to serve while keeping the greater 

perspective in mind.  While we each may have a different 

gifting and task to do, supporting each other with the greater 

purpose in mind helps everyone to serve with courage. 

As you pray, ask God to help you find ways to support and 

encourage those who do a task that is different than yours.  

Pray that your task would always be seen in light of the greater 

purpose.  

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 6 

Courage to Speak 

(Philippians 1:14) 

What are some situations when you are afraid to speak up?  

Are there times you should be afraid to speak?  As you serve, 

are there times when you have not spoken truth because you 

were afraid of how it would be received?  Are there places or 

situations where you are afraid of being ridiculed if you talk 

about God’s Word?  Does it keep you from speaking as you 

serve in such places? 

Saying the right thing at the right time is hard.  Saying it in the 

right way is even more difficult.  As we serve, it is important 

that we have the courage to speak not only the right things but 

to do so in the right way.  It is often said that truth hurts and 

sometimes we use that as an excuse to say things in a hurtful 

way and sometimes we use it to excuse saying untrue things 

that eventually hurt even more than truth.  Serving well 

requires that we have the courage to speak the truth of God’s 

Word in love to those we serve. 

As you pray, ask God to help you learn when to speak and to 

teach you how to speak with courage and love.  Pray that your 

word choices would be made with the true benefit of those 

you serve in mind.    

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Day 7 

Courage to be Faithful 

(Hebrews 3:6) 

What is the purpose of the place you serve at?  How well is 

that communicated?  How faithful do you think you are to that 

purpose as you serve?  Would those you serve under agree?  

How often are you tempted to do things your own way and 

with your own benefit in mind?  Why does that seem to be so 

enticing to so many?  How about when you consider the bigger 

picture of serving God?  How are you doing at having the 

courage to be faithful to the things of God? 

There is a series of social media memes going around that 

seemed designed to point out the failures of people who “had 

one job”.  Each one illustrates what happens when you lose 

sight of the purpose behind what you do.  When serving 

people, it is often very easy to get so caught up in the work 

involved that we lose sight of the bigger picture of serving for 

the sake of God’s kingdom.  It takes great courage to faithfully 

serve Christ as we serve others because it requires that we 

trust God to care for us. 

As you pray, ask God to help you be faithful to His calling in 

your life.  Pray that you would have the courage to be faithful 

in the way you serve Him, and others.  

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 



Devotions for Those Who Serve: Serving With Courage is a part 

of a series of devotionals written specifically with those serving 

in Christian camp ministry in mind.  I pray that these 

devotionals are useful tools in a wide variety of ministry and 

service settings.  While the development of these devotional 

guides is an ongoing project of Impact Prayer Ministry, the 

following is a list of the initial topics to be addressed: 

Called to Serve 

Serving with Contentment 

Serving with Strength 

Serving with Courage 

Serving with Excellence 

Serving by Faith 

Serving through Friendship 

Guard Your Heart in Serving 

Serving with Integrity 

Serving by Listening 

Serving with Patience 

Serving in Purity 

Serving as you Go! 

Please contact Impact Prayer Ministry for information about 

using these devotionals in your ministry.  If you have ideas for 

other topics related to serving, please feel free to pass them 

along also. 

www.impactprayerministry.com 



 

About the author: 

Tom Lemler is the director of Impact Prayer Ministry where his 

preaching, teaching, and resource development is designed to 

help individuals have a greater connection to God through 

prayer.  
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